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An Invitation!

If you are a single woman discerning God’s call to religious 
life, I invite you to become acquainted with our religious 
community, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace. We were 
founded in 1884 to promote Christ’s Gospel of Peace in fam-
ily life, in the church, and in society. We respond to God’s 
people in need and promote social justice as a way to peace.  
Our life of prayer and ministry lived in community sustains 
and challenges us in our mission of peace through justice.

Each month, this vocation newsletter will include information 
about our CSJP community. You can also visit our website, Face-
boook, Twitter, and YouTube accounts to learn more about us.   
I am excited to journey with you in your discernment process.

Blessings of Peace,
Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org
 

“We are beginning a new 
order. We want brave, noble, 
large-minded, courageous 
souls.”

~Mother Francis Clare
(Margaret Anna Cusack)

Our CSJP Vocations Team launched our new vocations blog last 
month as part of our Catholic Sisters Week Celebrations.  We plan 
to update the blog several times a week at www.csjpvocations.org.

Regular features include “Sister Stories” (updates about the life 
and ministry of CSJP Sisters today), “Our Roots” (stories from our 
founding to more recent past), “Vocation Musings” (reflections by 
Sisters on their own vocation discernment), CSJP Poetry, prayer, 
reflections, videos, and more. Be sure to check the site often!

You can also follow us on social media:
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Celebrating Our Patron St. Joseph

The members of the CSJP local community in 
Hamilton, Scotland sent along this message on 
the Feast of St. Joseph (March 19): 

We have just got back from a lovely couple 
of days retreat in Largs (a seaside resort), 
where we stayed at the Benedictine Con-
vent, and had the most beautiful view on the 
sea, and a most stunning sunset on the eve 
of St. Joseph’s feast day. 
- Sisters Katrina Alton, Rosemary Reilly, &   
  Mary McLeod (pictured below)

Feast Day Celebration

Exploring our Chapter Call
to Radical Hospitality

The theme of our Spring Assemblies is “Listening 
to the Call of our Hearts.” Sisters and Associates 
are gathering at regional assemblies between 
now and May 2nd.

Here are some of the questions we are using to 
reflect on the Chapter Call:

-What phrases stand out and why?
-What echoes in your heart?
-What might the Chapter Call ask of you? Of us?

Our founder Mother Francis Clare (Margaret 
Anna Cusack) chose St. Joseph as our patron 
because he was a model of peace. 

“No doubt, we may point to St. Joseph 
as the great model of every virtue; but it 
would seem as if peace was his peculiar 
grace...” 

-original 1884 Constitutions

We continue to call on St. Joseph, dreamer 
and practical one, to help us live our dreams 
into reality.

“His courage to live a life of faith inspires 
us to trust in God’s abiding love, especially 
in times of struggle and uncertaintly.”

-current CSJP Constitutions

Visit our YouTube Channel to watch a 60 sec-
ond video about Joseph, our model of Peace.

Chapter Call

Disturbed by the Spirit,
we recommit ourselves to

Jesus’ way of radical hospitality.

We are called to a deeper and wider
living of community for mission

in company with poor and
marginalized people.

Our contemplative discernment
pushes us, individually and as

Congregation, to action:
deeper mutual support enables us
to take risks for justice, peace and

the integrity of creation.

As disciples of Jesus, we respond anew
to the call of Mother Clare

to be “brave, noble, large-minded
and courageous souls.”

Joseph, Model of Peace

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQRjTfSCGXU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQRjTfSCGXU


Learn More about Becoming a Sister of St. Joseph of Peace

Upcoming Discernment Events

We are the Congregation of the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Peace (CSJP)— an
international religious community of
vowed women religious and women and
men Associates. We were founded in
1884 in Nottingham, England, under the
inspiration of the Spirit, by Margaret 
Anna Cusack, known as Mother Clare.

The Formation Program to become a 
Sister is open to:
• single Catholic women (if previously
married, with a Church annulment);
• with college or work experience;
• who are 21 to 45 years of age;
• who are called to intimacy with God
through prayer and life in community;
• who have the health and energy
for community living and ministry;
• and who wish to respond to the
charism of peace through justice
with the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace.

Other criteria may be considered.

Visit our website -www.csjp.org -  to learn 
more about our community and about the 
steps to becoming a Sister of St. Joseph 
of Peace.

VIVA! A Weekend Retreat 
Single Catholic Women (20-40 years) 
in the Seattle, Washington area are 
invited to attend the 5th Annual VIVA! 
weekend retreat May 2-3, 2015. 
This retreat is intended for women 
who are exploring a call to become a 
Sister. It will include vocation stories, 
sharing and quiet time, Mass, prayer, 
nature walks, and fun activities. 

Come & Sea Weekend
Vocation Directors in the New Jer-
sey/Pennsylvania region invite single 
Catholic women and men ages 18-40 
to a weekend retreat May 29-31 at 
the Jersey Shore.The retreat is in-
tended for those who wonder what it 
might be like to be a religious sister, 
brother or priest.

Contact Sister Susan to learn more about 
both events - sfrancois@csjp.org

The Sisters on our Vocation 
Team are just an email or 
phone call away if you’d like 
to learn more. 

We can also help to arrange 
a visit with one of our local 
communities in New Jersey, 
Pacific Northwest, or United 
Kingdom. 

Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org - 201.608.5401

Sister Antoinette Moore, CSJP
Eastern USA Contact
moorea@stjohns.edu - 201.220.7208

Sister Jo-Anne Miller, CSJP
Western USA Contact
jmiller@csjp-olp.org - 425.467.5402

Sister Laurette Bergin, CSJP
United Kingdom Contact
laurette1@live.co.uk - 0208.450.8859

Come, risk the sacred journey!

Sisters Susan, Jo-Anne, 
Antoinette & Laurette

Contact our Vocation Team
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